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"Word Works #1," by Roland Bernier, plyw ood
installation (photographed in the artist's studio).

"Green Rapper," acrylic on w ood painting.

Details
Through August 12, 720-865-5000
Denver Art Museum, 100 West 14th Avenue
Parkw ay
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Wordsmith
Roland Bernier spells success in a triumphant solo at the DAM's Close Range.

By Michael Paglia Thursday, May 10 2001

There's no question about it: Roland Bernier is one of Denver's greatest contemporary

artists. His v ision is remarkable in its variation and monumentality . His output is

astounding. His relentless quest for innovation is breathtaking. And his solo, Between the

Lines: Word Works by Roland Bernier, on display  in the Denver Art Museum's Vance

Kirkland Close Range Gallery , illustrates all this and more.

The exhibit, which has been in the planning

stages for y ears, was organized by  Nancy

Tieken, associate curator of the DAM's

modern and contemporary  department. She

first became aware of Bernier a few y ears

after seeing his work in local exhibits and

visiting his studio, where she was astounded

by  the enormous volume of high-quality

stuff. (I've been there my self and can tell y ou

that not only  does he have enough recent

work to fill this show, he's got enough to fill

the entire museum.) But Bernier didn't

include any  of the pieces that Tieken saw that

day  in Between the Lines. Instead, he created

all but one specifically  for this show. Two of

the largest works, a mural and an installation,

were created to fit the exact dimensions of

the eccentrically  shaped Close Range.

The gallery  has an anteroom entrance as a

transition space off the elevator lobby  on the

main floor. In recent exhibits, this area has

been used both for signage and as ad hoc

exhibition space. Bernier selected a gorgeous

dark-leaf-green color for the walls, which is

also used on one wall of the Close Range. The

words that make up the sign announcing the

show have been constructed out of letters cut
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